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NEWS RELEASE 

15 November 2013 

 

Staff, students and governors at Longhill High School have been left angered by a recent 

Ofsted inspection that the school says is inaccurate, inconsistent and was not carried out 

in an appropriate manner. 

 

The inspection was carried out on 22nd and 23rd of October this year and the school, which had a 

good and outstanding rating during its last Ofsted inspection, was shocked to receive a report that 

rated it as ‘Requires Improvement’. 

 

Haydn Stride, Longhill High School Headmaster, explained that the verdict is surprising given that 

Longhill, celebrating its 50th anniversary this year, achieved its best ever results after years of 

steadily increasing progress. 

 

“Every recommendation and target from our last inspection report has been met or exceeded and 

we have had record results. Our attendance and our behaviour have both improved since we were 

rated as ‘good’. Our Maths results are higher than the national average, our English results are on 

the national average and our Science results are much higher than national average.  And this is 

from a school whose intake has a higher number of Pupil premium students than the national 

average.  To tell us after these improvements, that we are no longer good, is unacceptable.  

Parents should be angry that the hard work and dedication of students and staff has been 

tarnished in this manner.” 

 

The school has made a formal complaint to Ofsted with regard to serious procedural shortcomings 

and has demanded a repeat inspection from a different team.  They have also contested the report 

with Tribal Group, the company that carried out the report under contract to Ofsted. 

 

More…/ 
  



   
    Longhill 
    High School 
 

2 
 

NEWS RELEASE 

Inspectors are required to frequently update the Headmaster of the school on the progress of an 

inspection through regular meetings. At no point were any shortcomings expressed until the very 

final meeting before the inspectors retired to produce the report. By that time the school was left 

with no opportunity to challenge any findings.   The Headmaster explained;  

 

 “Throughout the visit all the comments from inspectors were exceedingly positive and at no point 

were any concerns raised that we would not maintain our ‘good’ rating. For example, during the 

visit inspectors categorised student behaviour as ‘good’ and ‘excellent’.  To then write in the report 

that it ‘requires improvement’ is, at very least, inconsistent.” 

 

Chair of Governors, Martin Andrews, was equally mystified and angered by the findings of the 

Ofsted report. He says:  

 

“This irrational and illogical report could have a devastating effect on the morale of staff and 

students at Longhill who have been working so hard in recent years to improve the quality of their 

learning environment. This is a good school where fixed term exclusions are below national levels, 

permanent exclusion figures are significantly below national levels and we have outstanding 

behaviour data systems in place to log behaviours and provide support for young people, which is 

exemplified by the fact that our students feel as safe at Longhill as at any other school in the city.  

Our results are our best ever.” 

 

“What makes this inspection even more questionable is that the inspection team stated that we 

have outstanding management and quality assurance systems in place, that our safeguarding, 

child protection and safety systems are outstanding. I fail to understand the logic in their final 

assessment?” 

 

 

More…/ 
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However, as Headteacher Mr Stride notes:  

 

“They have acknowledged our complaints and that we are disputing their report. However, 

damage will already be done because they have said they will make no decision on revising the 

report until the end of the year. The fact that they are still going ahead with publishing the report, 

under these circumstances, shows they have little understanding of the damage this report may 

have upon student and staff morale.” 

 

‘I am proud to be the Headteacher of Longhill.  I know the staff, students and parents will be united 

in their refusal to accept this inaccurate judgement of their school.  Our school motto is 

“Determined to be the best we can”, I am confident that every member of our school community 

will continue to work together to make that happen and to maintain our year on year 

improvements.” 
 

-Ends- 

 

Notes to editors 

 

About Longhill High School 

We are a proud comprehensive school working in the east of Brighton, serving our community, meeting 

needs and building individual’s capacity to be life-long learners within a modern technological society. We 

share a determination to inspire each and every one of our students to be the best they can. 

 

 

For more information please contact 

Haydn Stride 

Headteacher 

Office: 01273 304086 

Email: admin@longhill.org.uk 

Web: www.longhill.org.uk 

mailto:admin@longhill.org.uk
http://www.longhill.org.uk/
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