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Hello from the Headteacher

What a great start to the year, with our students looking
incredibly smart in their new uniforms and everyone ready to
work hard and make the most of all the opportunities on
offer to them.
We were absolutely delighted to welcome so many parents
and children to our Open Evening at the end of September.
Staff and students all worked extremely hard to show what
wonderful things we do here at Longhill and the positive
response we’ve received has been fantastic.
We have some pictures in this issue to give you a flavour of
the evening, which included hair-raising scientific
experiments, pizza-making, robot driving and Shakespearean
insults to name but a few!
We hope that those of you who came to our Open Evening enjoyed your glimpse
into life at Longhill High School, but if we can answer any questions that you may
still have, please email us at admin@longhill.org.uk or call us on 01273 304086. We
would be pleased to help you.
It’s been a very exciting half term, with an amazing trip for some of our Year 10
students who spent 10 days sailing on a tall ship. We’ve also had trips to the
Earthship in Stanmer Park and to the Imperial War Museum in London, as well as
other local trips to the coast and to the Grange Gallery in Rottingdean.
Our Languages department have also welcomed students from Barcelona, who have
spent a month living locally and studying with us here at Longhill High. What a
great opportunity to improve language skills for all the students involved, as well as
building lasting friendships with children from a different culture.
Students have settled well and are working hard, so we wish everyone an enjoyable
half term holiday as we trial the new two-week autumn break for the first time. See
you on Monday 30th October.

Kate Williams
Headteacher

New Look and New Houses for Longhill High School
It’s been all change at Longhill High School this term as students settle into school for an
exciting new academic year.
Firstly, there’s a brand new, super-smart uniform for students across the school. The stylish
and practical uniform includes a navy blue blazer for boys and girls, which bears the
traditional Sussex-themed Longhill High School crest. White shirts with collars will now be
worn by all students, with a tie coloured to denote their year group. There are charcoal
grey trousers, skirts and tailored shorts available to all students, giving them choice and
flexibility when it comes to personal preferences and warmer weather.
Students are enthusiastic about the new
uniform. “I wasn’t sure at first about
wearing a blazer, but I think it will be
warmer for us in winter. I’ve never tied a
tie before, but after a couple of tries it was
easy and I think it looks good.”
Headteacher Kate Williams explained, “We
are keen to encourage a gender-neutral
uniform, which promotes and inspires pride
and commitment to something greater than
oneself. Longhill High school is on a
journey of improvement and this is just one
small part of the journey.”
Not only is every student in a brand new uniform, but every student will also be part of a
brand new House system in the school too.
Kate Williams told us, “Longhill High School is extremely fortunate to have such a fabulous
location, situated as we are between the Downs and the sea on the edge of Brighton and
Hove. We felt that the diversity and vibrancy of the City, which has such a rich history,
should be reflected in our formulation of a new House system.”
She went on to explain, “We will have 8 mentor groups, each of which is identified by a year
and a letter, spelling out the word BRIGHTON. These mentor groups are then divided into
four Houses which are named Brighton Pavilion, Brighton Lanes, Brighton Dome and
Brighton Pier. We feel sure that students and staff will be able to identify with these iconic
local landmarks.”
“We are extremely keen for our students to take a pride in their City and they have already
been involved in the formulation of this new system by helping to design the new House
logos. It’s a very exciting time for us here at Longhill High and we are all looking forward to
a fantastic year ahead.”

News from the Houses – Dome, Lanes, Pier & Pavilion
It has been a really positive start to the term in Dome House. I would like
to thank all the students, staff and parents/carers for their 100% support. I
have been really impressed with the number of students taking part in Sport,
Music and Drama extra-curricular clubs - it has been brilliant! All the staff in
Dome House are encouraging students be totally involved in school life, to
develop potential and talent. Our House ethos is to celebrate achievements
and successes of individuals and teams. At all times we will be encouraging students to
work together as part of a team, whilst at the same time promoting leadership and creating
an environment where there is an exchange of ideas. We will do our best to engage as
many students as possible in inter-house competitions. Dome staff will be promoting
values that centre round respect, students enjoying school life and promoting achievement
in relation to their school studies. The future is exciting; there is great energy and
enthusiasm in Dome House and I look forward to the participation of as many students as
possible taking part in the House Photography Competition, the theme being “New
Beginnings”. We will also be supporting and leading a Children In Need Run in November.
Mr Rolf
Dome House Co-ordinator

Welcome to the first ever Lanes newsletter. This term has been full of new
beginnings - new uniform, new Houses, new mentor groups. Lanes
students have adapted brilliantly, with such a positive attitude - I couldn’t
be more proud.

Another first is the appointment of the
Prefects and their role within the school. I
would like to take this opportunity to
congratulate Frankie White and Toby Cooper
for becoming Lanes Prefects. They have
already been doing a fantastic job
representing Lanes House, as well as the
school. Keep up the good work!

This term we have also been choosing a new charity to sponsor; there have been three
charities in the running and the winner will be announced after half term. So please make
sure you get your votes in Lanes students.
I am excited and so looking forward to making Lanes House the most successful House out
of the four new Houses and I can’t wait to see what the new term will bring.
Have a safe, happy and well rested half term and I will see you all on 30th October.
Ms Rhodes
Lanes House Co-ordinator

I would like to give a warm welcome to all our Pavilion House students
and staff. I am proud to be the Coordinator for Pavilion House and
would like to introduce our eight prefects:
As Pavilion Coordinator I hope to
instil pride and passion where our
students and staff feel a sense of
belonging within our Pavilion House family. We can all
encourage each other in team spirit and engage in the
inter-house side of Longhill from the classroom and
beyond. There will be many inter-house events
throughout the school year from all areas of school life
enabling everyone to represent Pavilion House.
Although staff facilitate the events our prefects will
take a lead role in these. All students have the
opportunity to earn house points and our running total
will be updated weekly on our board.

Laura Howell
Yiling Looi
Hannah Mason-Goodrick
Jessy-Franck N’Sukama
Archie Redgrave
Alex Ridley
Aston Scott
Millie Whitfield

Our Pavilion motto is “Building the Extraordinary”. This motto was designed by staff who
work at the Royal Pavilion. We hope that in the future we can work together to show the
community what we are doing as a school and share all our Pavilion News.
Our Charity is the ‘Rockinghorse Appeal’ and they are celebrating their 50th anniversary. To
celebrate this they have launched the ‘Sussex Giving for Sussex Children’ initiative.
Their goal is to provide £500,000 worth of funding split between 10 admirable children’s
centres and paediatric services across Sussex.
Please let me know if you have any ideas for fundraising events so that we can start
building funds for our local charity.
I am looking forward to the exciting times we have ahead this year!
Mrs Barnard
Pavilion House Co-ordinator

Where have the last few weeks gone? We have had a brilliant start to
the new academic year and all Pier students have been extremely positive
and are wanting to get involved in the school community, which is
wonderful to see.
Pier House have decided to support Brighton and Hove Young Carers again
this year. Last year we raised £421.63 for the charity. We will be looking
at lots of ways to raise money again for this amazing charity. If you have any ideas, please
speak to Mrs Noble or any of the Pier Prefect Team.
Huge congratulations to Ben, Brad, Freya and Millie on becoming Pier Prefects. I am sure
they will do a fantastic job.

After the huge success of inter-house competitions last year, inter-house returns again this
year. It will be very exciting to see how Pier House performs in these events. Good Luck to
all once we start.
I would like to wish all Pier House students and staff a fantastic half term break and I look
forward to more exciting things happening in 2017/18!
Mrs Noble
Pier House Co-ordinator

Coding – These Girls Can!
A collaboration between the Creativity & Enterprise
faculty and the Higher Ability Pupil (HAP) team has
led to a select group of Year 8 high flyers taking
part in the ‘Code Girls’ programme at the Amex
stadium. The 5-week scheme aims to encourage
girls to consider careers in technology and
computing.
Each week the girls take part in a workshop with
industry professionals learning how to code, pitch
website design ideas and how companies such as
American Express generate income at a global level.
The trip has included a guided tour of the Amex
stadium in pursuit of QR coding clues; a board
meeting at the top of the American Express offices;
an html coding tutorial and the meticulous
dismantling of PCs.
The grand finale will take place this week as the Code Girls prepare for a media-focused
session in Burgess Hill. Many of the team have expressed an interest in pursuing a GCSE in
Computer Studies when they choose their options later this year. We hope the experience
will help them make informed decisions for their options and will fuel their career aspirations
for the future.

Maths Encourages Happy Learners
Ever wondered how to improve in maths? The old saying that "Practice
makes the master” (Patrick Rothfuss) is so true here as well.
"Those who never fail never makes true progress" is the philosophy
behind all we do in maths.
Our new Focus - the "FeedBackLoop" - is a clear layout of what we are
planning to learn and includes rapid little tests to assess it as we go.
Here we are given chances to show our new skills and immediately
improve upon them. The outcomes will help to inform what we need
to revise for our term papers.
So far the pupils from years 7 to 11 have all embraced the Entry/Exit
tickets and Improvement Tasks that we have introduced. Successful
learners are happy learners.

We were delighted to welcome so many visitors to the Maths faculty
on Open Evening and thanks to all of you who entered our
competition. We did have a winner, but he only left us his first
name. Well done to Erik for choosing the smallest number that no
one else had chosen.

Busy Start for the English Faculty
It has been a very busy start to the year in the Faculty of English.
In English, year 11 students have read J.B. Priestley's An Inspector Calls and are
developing extended responses in terms of character and theme; they have also been
running through practice papers and honing key skills in preparation for mocks later this
term.
Year 10 students are embarking on an initial reading of Dickens' A Christmas Carol and have
just completed a unit on language skills. Year 9, who have read Steinbeck's Of Mice and
Men, are in the midst of a classroom-based assessment and will soon be engaging with a
non-fiction mini-unit on themes related to the book: feminism, race and homelessness.
In years 7 and 8, students have already read a modern novel in class as part of our 'quick
reads' scheme and will be assessed against GCSE objectives for the first time.
In the Languages department, Ms Stallard has led a highly successful visit by 40 Spanish
students from a school near Barcelona. The students have integrated highly successfully
into all aspects of Longhill High School life.
In Media Studies, year 9 students have been examining the way that Britain and the
British are represented in the media here and abroad. The year 10s are getting to grips
with a new, more academic, specification with a strong focus on the way that women are
represented and the way this has changed over time. Year 11 students are researching and
planning in readiness to create their own horror film trailers.

Spanish Students Settle into Brighton Life
A group of ten Spanish students, aged between 14 and 15, have just spent four weeks living
and studying in Brighton, as part of an educational programme organised by UK High School
Immersion. The Spanish boys and girls were ‘buddied’ with a group of language students
from Longhill High School where they came to study every day. The students were
immersed in all classes with their ‘buddy’, enabling them to be fully engaged in the learning
taking place. This method of ‘immersion’ helped the Spanish students and their Longhill
counterparts to practice their language skills as well as enabling them to form firm
friendships over the four-week period.
The Spanish students were welcomed into the homes of local families in the area, where
they enjoyed being treated as part of the family. “The family I stayed with were very
friendly and the food was great.” 14-year old Mireia told us. “I enjoyed being in Brighton
and got to spend time in town and at the beach, which was fun.” Ainoa, aged 15 added, “I
did miss my family, being away from home, but I got to talk to them every day on Facetime.
I’m going to miss the friends I’ve made so much when I go home – I will be coming back to
Brighton for sure!”
As well as studying
academic subjects during
their time at Longhill, the
Spanish students and their
buddies got to spend time
together taking part in
some fun activities after
school. They enjoyed a
drama workshop run by Ms Rhodes, a cookery session run by Mr
Norris and a glass-blowing workshop run by Mr Dodd. All activities
were overseen by Head of Languages, Ms Stallard and her team –
so a big ‘thank you’ goes to all staff involved for their hard work in
making the students’ time here so rewarding.
We asked Year 10 student Kaia what she would remember most
about the Spanish students’ visit. “My lasting memory will be
the friendship I’ve made with Ainoa. She is a funny, lovely girl –
everything you could want from a friend.” We asked whether
they had things in common, “Yes we have lots in common. You
might think the language barrier would prevent friendship, but it
doesn’t.” Kaia added, “Although she’s from a different culture,
she’s intelligent, understands what’s happening and picks up on
what you want to do. The friendship we have is worth keeping,
so we will definitely stay in touch.”

So, with mixed feelings, the Spanish students head
back to Barcelona – excited to see their families after
four weeks away from home, but sad to leave their
new-found friends from Longhill High School.

Budding Artists Visit Local Gallery
Years 9 and 10 GCSE Art students visited The Grange Gallery in Rottingdean to take part in
a workshop with landscape painter Raffaella Appleby. Students viewed the paintings with
the artist and found out about the famous art dynasty that she is from; she is the great
granddaughter of the Victorian artist, William Nicholson, who once had a studio at the
Grange and granddaughter of Ben Nicholson, the British modernist.
The students then made their own responses to the work using oil
and conte crayons. The painter was very impressed by our students’
questions and by the quality of their work.

Does friendly competition exist?
PE teacher Ms Buxton is not one to rest during the summer holidays. This is her story.
“During the summer holidays I was lucky enough to represent Great Britain at the European
Masters Athletics Championships in Aarhus, Denmark. I competed in the heptathlon - the
event Jessica Ennis-Hill used to compete in and I had competed against some of these
ladies before.
I knew it was going to be a close competition between myself and a German competitor
who I hadn’t met before. I warmed up on the morning of my first event and was met with a
massive ‘hello’ and embrace from the Swede in my event, who I had met at the Indoors.
Shortly after that, I bumped into the two Italians who I knew and said hello.
As soon as it got to the start line of the hurdles that was it - we were there to perform and
friendships were put aside. It was a great start for me and I won the race and was in the
lead. During the day we helped each other with our high jump and congratulated each
other on our performances. At the end of day one the German and I had won two events
each but she was in the lead by 31 points - nothing in a heptathlon.
Day two started well as I closed the gap to 11 points. The javelin proved to be a great
event for the German athlete, stretching her lead to 58 points. This meant that I needed to
beat her in the last event, the 800m, by 6
seconds. I managed to win the race, but only
by 2 seconds, putting me in second place. The
competition was over and friendships renewed.
We completed a lap of honour, collected our
medals, exchanged contact details and said our
goodbyes.
Since the event in July I have been in contact
with my fellow German athlete and we hope to
visit each other's home towns, showing
friendships can be made during a competitive
event. We may compete against each other in
March next year, where we’ll push each other to perform better, but also support one
another as friends.”

Fancy Some Fun and Adventure? Then Join Us for
Year 8 Summer Camp!
Camp has been running for so many years it has
become a ‘rite of passage’ for students. Once
you have been to Camp and survived, you will
have a wealth of stories and experiences that you
will share with your school friends; the bonds you
form with your year group are very clear - you
will suddenly understand why the older years are
so close - they have bonded through the
experience (and weather!) of Camp.

Year 8 Camp helps to
encourage maturity and a sense of responsibility, as Year 8s will be
choosing their options and will start GCSEs in Year 9. The activities
are all designed to promote teamwork, leadership, problem-solving,
self-reliance and citizenship. Living together in the camp setting
encourages tolerance and understanding, as well as fostering
positive relationships between students and staff.
Activities include camping,
abseiling/rock climbing, map reading,
archery, zip wire, kayaking and many
other fun, engaging and challenging
opportunities.
The friendships you make at Camp with your peers and the
bonds you make with staff, along with the experiences you all
go through together, will last you through your school life and
beyond.
The cost of Camp is £125 for 5 days, which includes all
activities, transport and food – excellent value for an allinclusive adventure break we think you’ll agree!
All letters have been given out and are also on the parents’ information portal. You must
hand in your deposit, along with both the Trip
Confirmation Letter and Residential Behaviour
Contract by Friday 15th December at the latest.
If you have any queries, please don’t hesitate to
contact the school or me at ltester@longhill.org.uk
As a school, we expect to take all of Year 8 on
camp and are looking forward to sharing this
amazing opportunity. Thank you.
Mr L Tester, Year 8 Camp Lead

All Aboard for the Adventure of a Lifetime!
Twelve Year 10 students, along with geography teacher Hannah
Seaby, recently completed what may just have been the trip of a
lifetime aboard the tall ship, Stavros S Niarchos. Their
adventure, sponsored by HSBC, was part of a programme run by
the Tall Ships Youth Trust.
The students formed a vital part of the 68-person crew on-board
ship, with all of them required to do 4-hour watches throughout
every 24-hour period. “The hardest thing was staying awake on
watch.” said student Lillie-Mae Jones. “Especially when you’re on
the 4am watch. I was a bit seasick too, which wasn’t very nice,
but I soon got over that and had a fantastic time.”
All the students had to take their turn working for a day in the Mess, which involved serving
food to the whole ship’s company and lots of washing up! Students also had to take their
turn at cleaning corridors, showers and toilets every morning during the optimisticallynamed ‘Happy Hour’.
Students learnt all the required skills, including steering the ship, bracing (turning) the sails,
lookout duties and climbing the mast. We are delighted to say that all Longhill High School
students climbed the mast – they are an adventurous crew! Student Marta Lopes, 14, even
won an award for being the best climber. She told us, “It was so exciting at the top of the
mast – like flying! I sang a song while I was up there too.”
Once the weather improved, the Stavros set sail for Boulogne, in northern France, passing
close by wind turbines on the way and giving everyone the opportunity to try out their newfound sailing skills. After a speedy visit to a French supermarket, it was time for everyone
to get back on-board to resume their duties.
When a tall ship approaches port, it is guided in by a high-speed inflatable boat called a ‘rib’.
As the Stavros sailed up the Thames and prepared to dock at Tilbury, student George
Boyland was lucky enough to be the student chosen to travel on the ‘rib’. “It was amazing!”
said George “and the driver went extra fast just for me as we guided the ship in.”
As the Stavros made its way up the Thames, the highlight of the
trip for many was sailing under Tower Bridge which was opened
especially for them to pass through. “There were huge crowds of
people watching us” said Marta, “It was so exciting!” Lillie-Mae
added, “Once we were through Tower Bridge, we all took up our
positions on the mast and sang a special song we wrote about
the voyage and to say ‘thank you’ to HSBC.”
When asked to sum up their voyage, students Owen Monckton
and Ethan Gardhouse - who were awarded ‘best lookout’
certificates - told us, “It was an amazing experience and we
would really recommend it to anyone who has the chance to go.
We’ve made some fantastic new friends from Longhill and from
the other schools too.” Fourteen year old Samuel Townsend added, “I feel much more
confident now than I did before the trip and I feel much happier too. I’ve made some great
friends and we will definitely keep in touch.”

The Learning Resource
Centre AKA—the Library
Borrow Books * Use the computers * Print Homework *

What’s new this term in the Library?
We have some lovely new titles in the Library this term that we are certain your
chldren will

reading!

New Year 9+ Fiction (Young Adult)

Our Young Adult fiction is for years 9, 10 and 11. We restrict these titles due to the themes
and content, however many year 7 & 8 students do show an interest in borrowing these

reading for pleasure

titles. We want to encourage
as much as possible,
therefore if you feel your child is mature enough to deal with the stories and would like
them to access all our resources, please ask them to pick up a permission slip from the
Library and return it (signed by a parents or carer) to a member of staff.

Look out for more new books arriving soon...

Follow us on Twitter! https://twitter.com/LonghillLibrary

LONGHILL PE AND PERFORMING
ARTS FACULTY NEWSLETTER
Welcome Back
We would just like to welcome you back to what we hope will be a very successful year for us here at
Longhill High School. Huge congratulations to our GCSE PE and BTEC students who in the summer
gained some excellent results – yes, it was great to see all of their hard work pay off! With the
introduction of the new PE kit it has raised aspirations of the students within lessons and at clubs.
This is a real positive and I am excited to see the developments over time.
We have entered into all local school competitions and I am looking forward to seeing our success over
the year. All clubs are up and running and we are always looking for new players, so please speak to
the PE Team for more information in regards to clubs and fixtures.
With the creation of new faculties, I am pleased to announce we will be sharing news across all
departments in this newsletter. So make sure you keep updated and follow all information on our
twitter page @LonghillPE

Mr Fallick

Boys Football #TeamPE

Girls Football #TeamPE

We have started the new season and all of the
teams look strong. Training numbers have been
good and students are up for the new season. We
are entered into different competitions and I look
forward to sharing the results with you all as time
goes on. I believe this year will result in lots of
trophies.

We have joined forces with Brighton and Hove
Football club who are delivering our girls football
sessions. This is in conjuction with the premier
league who are funding the process.
This is the second year of the programme and we
are already seeing the benefits on the pitch We are
looking forward to the season ahead!

Please can I request that students have boots and
shin pads for all training and matches?

Cheerleading #TeamPE
After a successful introduction to cheerleading last year we have fully introduced this club after school
on a Thursday. It teaches students about teamwork, creativity, determination and flair. If you are
interested please come and speak to the PE Team for more information.

Clubs @ Longhill
Please find all information about clubs on the main website

Girls Rugby #TeamPE
Brighton Schools Touch Rugby tournament
Longhill entered two teams into this tournament
held at Brighton & Hove High School- Year 7 &
8/9. All girls played really well and improved their
performance every game. The year 7 team didn't
lose a game (apart from against our year 8/9
team!) and our Year 8s and 9s won the whole
tournament - a fantastic achievement especially
considering we only had 5 players and the other
teams all had 7!

Table Tennis #TeamPE
Brighton Schools Tournament
Well done to Damon Brown, Jensen Kemp, Henry
Taylor and George Jarvis who represented Longhill
at the U13 Brighton, Hove and Portslade Schools
Table Tennis tournament at Patcham. It was a
highly competitive event, played in two pools. The
Longhill team just missed out on the bronze medal
match but great play and fun was had by all; well
done.

Dance @Longhill

Inter House #TeamPE

We have a new member of staff who is leading and
bringing her style to the dance department. She is
called Miss Downing and is an outstanding dancer
with experience in teaching boys and girls of all ages.

With the formation of the new house system
we are looking forward to seeing the new
teams taking part in our inter house
programme. The first sport is Dodgeball and
will take place during the last week of
November after school.

Her club which runs on Fridays has started really well
with great numbers across year groups. If you are
interested in attending make sure you come along
on a Friday from 2:45-4pm

PE Kit #TeamPE
Please can you ensure all PE Kit has correct names
labelled inside in case items are lost?

All mentors will be given signup sheets and
more information when we come back from
half term.
We look forward to seeing the winners in
November.

PERFORMING ARTS NEWS
Exciting Music Clubs #TeamMusic
All music clubs have started up this half term.
We are looking for as many new faces as possible to come and get involved in our clubs. Don’t worry if
you have never been before just come along and get involved.
On Tuesday from 2:45 – 4pm we have our amazing rock club and during Friday lunch time we run a
Year 7 and 8 choir.
It would be great to see lots of new faces there. Students are welcome to join anytime, just come along
to the Music room. If you need any more information please speak to your music teacher.

Glyndebourne #TeamMusic

Year 11 Play #TeamPA

Music students from years 10 and 11 have been
offered the chance to go and see the opera ‘Cosi Fan
Tutti’ at Glyndebourne. This is a wonderful
opportunity for our students and this will be
happening on Wednesday 11th October.

This year for the first time the Drama
Department are also putting on a year 11
play. The play is called ‘Mum, I love you’
and is a really heartfelt story. The
performance isn’t until January so details
will follow in the next Newsletter.

Christmas Stuffing #TeamPA
In September we held auditions for the new Xmas panto ‘Christmas Stuffing’ which is an original panto
written by our very own Bill Holland. Rehearsals have got underway and it is set to be the funniest panto
yet! It’s fun for all the family! Tickets will go on sale after half term and the panto will be performed on
December 12th and 13th so put those dates in your diaries!

TERM DATES 2017-2018

DIARY DATES

AUTUMN TERM 2017

Year 7

1st September to 19th December

12th October

Pastoral Evening

1 September INSET DAY

7th December

Parents’ Evening

4th September YEAR 7 ONLY

14th June

Parents’ Evening

st

5th September ALL YEARS IN SCHOOL
Inset Day

Year 8

24th November

14th December

Parents’ Evening

Half Term

8th February

Options Evening

16th October to 27th October (2 weeks)

8th March

Parents’ Evening

SPRING TERM 2018

Year 9

3rd January to 29th March

23rd November

Parents’ Evening

Half Term

17th May

Parents’ Evening

12th February to 16th February
29th January INSET DAY

SUMMER TERM 2018

Year 10
22nd February

Parents’ Evening

12th July

Parents’ Evening

12th April to 24th July
Half Term

Year 11

28 May to 1 June
th

st

16th November

Parents’ Evening

1st February

Parents’ Evening

Whole School
Don’t forget, WE ARE NOW CASHLESS.
Please use sQuid, our online system – it
is easy, safe and avoids the need to
bring cash to school.

30th November

Graduation Evening
(Year 12)

