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 The following times are spent on each subject in year 7 per fortnight 
Maths 7 hours 
English 7 hours 
Science 6 hours 
History 4 hours 
Geography  4 hours 
RE  1 hour 
PSHE  1 hour 
PE 4 hours 
French or Spanish  4 hours 
Design & Technology 3 hours 
Computing  3 hours 
Art  2 hours 
Music  2 hours 

2 hours 

Students are set for Maths, English & Science. 
Students are taught in the same mixed ability class for Art, Computing, Drama, Geography, History, Music, PSHE & RE. 
Students are taught in different classes in PE, French or Spanish and Design & Technology. 

Curriculum Design 

Performing Arts
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Expected Grades

Students arrive from primary school with three SAT scores. These scores nationally give the expected GCSE grades that students 
achieve when they leave year 11. These are called the expected grades.  

Where students arrive without a SAT score, the school use the CAT (Cognitive Ability Tests) that are taken by year 7 students in 
September to calculate their expected grades. 

Throughout year 7 students are then assessed on the grade they are forecast to achieve. These are called the forecast grades. A 
student is doing well if their forecast grade equals or is higher than their expected grade. 
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5. Curriculum Map for Art -Year 7

Number of hours per fortnight 2 
Exam board AQA 

How course is assessed Students progress is tracked using AQA 
Assessment Objectives. 

Note: Memory Platforms are used in every lesson to support students’ ability to retain and retrieve information which they have been previously taught (either 
previous lessons, previous term, year etc.). This practice is vital in ensuring what students learn short-term is then stored as knowledge i.e. in their long-term memory. 

Overview, Knowledge, Skills & 
Memory Platforms: 

Links, Context & Progression Assessments 

Autumn 
Term 

Learning overview: To introduce Y7s to the 
formal elements of Art. Develop 
observational drawing skills through 
working directly from Still Life setups.  
Knowledge taught:  
Still life Observational drawing, working 
with Scale, colour and composition. 
Students will develop their critical 
awareness by studying the artwork of 
Fernand Leger. 
Skills: Observational drawing, transforming 
an images scale, watercolour painting 
techniques working with ink and exploring 
mark making. 

This links to KS2 by Introduction to Art. Student’s experience of Art as a discrete subject is variable. 
Building on previous experience of formal observational drawing. 
This is taught now because Observational recording is a key skill in Art and design and will be revisited 
throughout the curriculum. 
This links to careers by: It would be impossible to access any creative Art or Design careers without a 
basic knowledge of the formal visual elements. 
This is then developed in Y11 by Observational recording forms one of the four assessment objectives 
in Art and Design GCSE and students embed and improve their skills with repeat practice. 
Why are we teaching these topics? Still Life is an ideal vehicle for students to practice core art skills. 
Studying the history of Still Life gives students a broader cultural context to the activity as well as  
helping them to become visually literate.  
Why the topic/knowledge outlined is important to the pupils’ OVERALL academic development and 
understanding Making and understanding art helps develop students' ability to express themselves 
allowing them to become more skilful, articulate and confident. 

Baseline test of observational 
drawing skill for forecast grade. 

Observational drawing. 
Fernand Leger style painting 

Self / Peer Assessment 

Teachers marking and feedback 
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Spring 
Term 

Learning overview:  
Students will examine the human figure in 
motion. Making reference to the paintings 
of Sonia Delauney. 
Knowledge taught:  
Colour theory, proportion and 
anatomy.A01; Sonia Delaunay, Bauhaus and 
Russian Constructivism.  
Skills: Drawing, Composition, construction 
and mark making. 

This links to KS2 by 
Introduction to Art. Student’s experience of Art as a discrete subject is variable. Observational drawing 
and painting revisited from term 1. 
This is taught now because In early years most children draw people and figures, we hope to develop, 
inform and nurture students' ability to depict the body. 
This links to careers by It would be impossible to access any of the creative careers in Art and Design 
without a basic knowledge of the formal visual elements. 
This is then developed in Y11 by Many students go on to develop portfolio and exam work based on 
the human figure.  
Why are we teaching these topics? It allows students to develop skills as well considering proportion, 
ratio and structure.The figure is a major motif throughout art history.  
Why the topic/knowledge outlined is important to the pupils’ OVERALL academic development and 
understanding Students examine anatomy and movement of the body, as well as using geometry to 
develop their work. This overlaps with Science, PE  and Mathematics. 

Observational drawing. 
Figure in movement collage 

Sgraffito image. 

Self / Peer Assessment 

Teachers marking and feedback 

Summe
r 

Term 

Learning overview: 
Marine Life Project: Students will be 
studying the Marine Conservation Zone on 
the local beach. This research will be used to 
develop ceramic work.  
Knowledge taught: Studying the MCZ and 
the local biosphere. Learning about 
environmental threats and the effect of 
global warming on marine environments. 
Learning about the properties of clay, the 
firing and glazing processes. 
Looking at the work of Ernst Haeckel, and 
Courtney Mattison. 
Skills: Observational drawing, printmaking 
and clay modelling skills. 

This links to KS2 by 
Introduction to Art. Student’s experience of Art as a discrete subject is variable. Further exploration of 
observational drawing and mark making form term 2. 
This is taught now because This particular project introduces students to Art and the Landscape. We 
have a unique coastal biosphere. The time of year lends itself to a coastal visit. The project is designed 
to allow students to work more independently and students are encouraged to develop their work in a 
personal way.  
This links to careers by It would be impossible to access any of the following careers without a basic 
knowledge of the formal visual elements 
This is then developed in Y11 by Many students choose to work in clay at GCSE Fine Art and 3D Art 
either as part of their portfolio or for their exam work. 
Why are we teaching these topics? Modelling in clay is a fundamental art activity. Introducing this key 
skill now helps students develop their tactile making skills. The local marine biosphere is under threat, 
and it's a great way to introduce students to environmental issues around plastic pollution and global 
warming. 
Why the topic/knowledge outlined is important to the pupils’ OVERALL academic development and 
understanding Cross curricular learning objectives shared with Chemistry and Biology. 

Observational drawing. 

Ceramic work 

Self / Peer Assessment 

Teachers marking and feedback 
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6. Curriculum Map for Computer Studies (Year 7) 

Number of hours per fortnight 3 

Exam board Not Applicable 

How course is assessed  
In class assessments/homework/end of 

topic testing 

 

Note: Memory Platforms are used in every lesson to support students’ ability to retain and retrieve information which they have been previously taught (either previous 
lessons, previous term, year etc.). This practice is vital in ensuring what students learn short-term is then stored as knowledge i.e. in their long-term memory. 

 Overview, Knowledge, Skills & 
Memory Platforms: 

Links, Context & Progression Assessments 

Autumn  
Term 

Learning overview: Using 
Computers Safely and Responsibly 
and Understanding Computers 
 
Knowledge taught: The focus is on 
helping students to learn how to use 
computers safely at school and at 
home, as well as understanding how 
they work 
 
 
Skills:    Understand the hardware 
and software components that make 
up computer systems, and how they 
communicate with one another and 
with other systems.   
 
 
Memory Platforms: regular quizzes 
(retrieval practice) on computer 
systems and how they work 

This links to KS2 by building on the core concepts of 
understanding hardware and software components that make 
up computer systems.  It also builds on a range of ways to use 
technology safely, respectfully, responsibly and securely 
 
This links to previously taught  
E-Safety and use of technology purposefully to create, 
organise, store, manipulate and retrieve digital content taught 
in Year 7 
This is taught now because understanding what computer 
systems are, how they work and can be used responsibly are 
part of the National Curriculum.  This will give Students 
confidence by improving their knowledge from KS2. 
This is taught before the remainder of their KS3/4 learning 
because it is essential to cross curricular learning. 
We are teaching these topics because they are relevant to 
whole School learning. 
Why the topic/knowledge outlined is important to the 
pupils’ OVERALL academic development and understanding 
The communication elements and programming methodology 
are both life skills that can be used beyond School and into 
adult life..  

Students will be given homework once a fortnight. 
 
Continuous review will be undertaken over the duration of 
the term. 
 
A formative assessment will be completed at the end of each 
unit. 
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Spring  
Term 

Learning overview:   Students are 
taught how to use spreadsheets and 
graphical manipulation software 
 
Knowledge taught 
Graphics: Students will build 
expertise in  
learning how to use Photoshop, 
which is an industry standard 
software and a good foundation for 
going on to develop these skills 
throughout KS3 and beyond. 
Spreadsheets: Pupils will develop a 
basic knowledge of spreadsheets 
including cell references, simple 
formulae and formatting 
 
Graphic manipulation skills include: 
students will develop basic 
knowledge in design, photo-editing 
and image manipulation using a 
suitable graphics package. T  
 
Spreadsheet skills include: SUM, 
MAX, IF and COUNTIF functions, cell 
naming for absolute referencing, 
conditional formatting, validation, 
charting and simple macros. 
Memory Platforms: Component 
identification; Keywords; Word 
searches. 

This links to KS2 by developing prior knowledge of collecting, 
analysing, evaluating and presenting data 
and information. 
This links to previously taught Digital literacy and information 
technology at KS2 
This is taught now because it will give Students a greater 
understanding of the tools that they will use across the 
curriculum. 
This is taught before the remainder of their KS3/4 learning 
because it is essential to cross curricular learning. 
Why the topic/knowledge outlined is important to the 
pupils’ OVERALL academic development and understanding 
As technology becomes more widely used Students will be 
able to select an appropriate computer system that is fit for 
purpose.  

Students will be given homework once a fortnight. 
 
Continuous review will be undertaken over the duration of 
the term. 
 
A formative assessment will be completed at the end of each 
unit. 
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Summer 
Term 

Learning overview:   To be able to 
learn how to create a story using 
presentation software and how to 
program games using Kodu. 
 
Knowledge taught:   
 How to design, plan and develop a 
story for a chosen audience using 
presentation software. 
 Decomposition of a complex 
problem; Abstraction of relevant 
information; Developing algorithms; 
programming using Kodu. 
 
Skills: undertake creative projects 
that involve selecting, using, and 
combining multiple applications, 
preferably across a range of devices, 
to achieve challenging goals, 
including collecting and analysing 
data and meeting the needs of 
known users  
Memory Platforms:  Keywords; 
Command Words, quizzes 

This links to KS2 by developing prior knowledge of digital 
literacy through character design and development, 
developing a product for an audience according to set criteria. 
This links to previously taught At KS2 students should know 
how to select, use and combine a variety of software 
(including internet services) on a range of digital devices to 
design and create a range of programs, systems and content 
that 
accomplish given goals, including collecting, analysing, 
evaluating and presenting data and information 
This is taught now because it will develop a life skill of solving 
complex problems. 
This is taught before the remainder of their KS3/4 learning 
because it is essential to cross curricular learning. 
We are teaching these topics because they are relevant to the 
skills needed for either pathway available to students who 
wish to pursue computing as an option at KS4. 
Why the topic/knowledge outlined is important to the 
pupils’ OVERALL academic development and understanding 
The life skills learnt can be applied to any scenario in School 
and beyond.  

Students will be given homework once a fortnight. 
 
Continuous review will be undertaken over the duration of 
the term. 
 
A formative assessment will be completed at the end of each 
unit. 
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7. Curriculum Map for KS3 Y7 DT- Food, Graphics, Textiles & DT 
Number of hours per fortnight 3 hours a week for 10 weeks (for each of the KS3 subjects) 

Exam board  
How course is assessed  % exam, coursework, number of papers etc 

 

Note: Memory Platforms are used in every lesson to support students’ ability to retain and retrieve information which they have been previously taught (either previous 
lessons, previous term, year etc.). This practice is vital in ensuring what students learn short-term is then stored as knowledge i.e. in their long-term memory. 

 Overview, Knowledge, Skills & Memory 
Platforms: 

Links, Context & Progression Assessments 

Food 

Learning overview:  
Understand basic nutritional value of 
everyday foods. 
Learn how to produce balanced healthy 
meals  
Learn about food hygiene and safety. 
 
Skills: Learn and use basic cooking 
techniques in order to produce healthy 
meals. Learn about heat control in a safe 
and controlled manner 
Memory Platforms:  
Eat Well Plate 
4 C’s. 
Heat Control 
Hygiene and safety in large kitchens. 

This links to KS3 by assessing and developing skills used at home and in primary 
school 
This is taught now because: This is aimed at broadening student’s 
understanding of foods and their nutritional value. Students are taught a 
number of processes to develop independent learning in the classroom & at 
home. 
This links to careers by allowing students to investigate basic food preparation 
and enable them to provide healthy and nutritious food for themselves and 
their families. 
This is developed in Y11 by preparing students for the Food & Nutrition GCSE. 
Why are we teaching these topics? Why the topic/knowledge outlined is 
important to the pupils’ OVERALL academic development and understanding 
Food Preparation and Nutrition is a life skill. Students will be provided with 
foods to produce healthy meals. They will be supported in learning a range of 
techniques that will allow them to adapt and produce a range of meals for 
themselves and their families. 

AQA Assessment is criteria will be 
applied to the following work: 

Understanding of Eatwell plate 

Safe use of processes. 

Nutritional value of food 

Measuring  and adapting a recipe 

Evaluation of recipes 

Graphics 

Learning overview: 
Design a logo: Exploring and working with different 
Text. 
Students are introduced to a variety of serif and sans 
serif font styles. The design brief is to produce a Logo 
using the initials of their name. Following a series of 
drawing activities; Generative iteration, One point 
perspective, Isometric and cavalier projection, they 
will come up with a final design. This will be scaled up 
and rendered using colour materials. 
Knowledge taught:  
Design brief, Graphic design concepts. Contextual 
design history. Colour theory 
Skills: Generative sketching, different approaches to 
drawing 3 dimensions; one point perspective, 
isometric and cavalier projection. and rendering 
skills. 

This links to KS2 by: Students will be used to illuminating and illustrating work from KS2.  
This is taught now because. This is an attempt to give this form of communication a deeper focus 
and allowing them to express their ideas more effectively. 
This links to careers by: Graphic design is an expanded and growing area in the creative 
industries, as so much of our work now is online having a working knowledge of formal art and 
design concepts can give you the edge making your communications stand out and be more 
effective.   
This is then developed in Y11 by Everything covered in this project is useful in Design Tech and 
Art in Y11. 
Why are we teaching these topics? Graphic designers work with text, photography, drawing, 
illustration, print and digital media to communicate ideas visually. This project is a great 
introduction to what Graphic designers do, 
Why the topic/knowledge outlined is important to the pupils’ OVERALL academic development 
and understanding  
Working with precision and scale connects with maths, examining and analysing the work of 
other designers develops literacy and history skills, learning to present things powerfully can help 
in all areas of the curriculum. 

AQA Assessment is criteria will be 
applied to the following work: 

Design and make prototypes that are 
fit for purpose 

Analyse and evaluate: 

● design decisions & 

outcomes, including for 

prototypes made by 

themselves & others 

● wider issues in design and 
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Textiles 

Learning overview:  
To design and create textiles pieces exploring 
weaving, applique and embroidery techniques. 

Skills: 
Students are introduced to a variety of embroidery 
stitches and a number of different weaving 
techniques. . Students are to make designs to include 
the introduced techniques.  Following the creation of 
their design they are then to produce their textile 
piece using a majority of recycled sustainable 
materials.  
Knowledge taught:  
Safe working practices in the Textiles room, how to 
use a sewing machine (if available).  Cutting patterns, 
pinning, basting (tacking), embroidery stitches, 
applique, sustainability, fabric production and 
environmental impact. 
Memory Platforms:  
Types of fabric- synthetic and organic 
Boro 
sustainable fabric 
fast fashion 
sewing machines 
sport clothing 
 

This links to KS2 by: Students will be used to  
This is taught now because. This is an attempt to give them practical skills in sewing and making 
allowing them to apply the skills. 
This links to careers by: There are a huge number of potential careers in the Textiles industry; it 
is a growing industry in the UK.  The aim is to give students an understanding of the broadness of 
the sector and the roles within the industry. 
This is then developed in Y11 by Everything covered in this project is useful in Design Tech and 
Art in Y11. 
Why are we teaching these topics?  
It develops students’ skills in making and allows them to develop their fine motor skills.  It widens 
students understanding about sustainability and the environment and awareness of the need to 
move away from a throw away culture. 
Why the topic/knowledge outlined is important to the pupils’ OVERALL academic development 
and understanding  
Working with precision exploring wider environmental issues, examining and analysing their work 
develops literacy skills, learning to present things powerfully can help in all areas of the 
curriculum. 

AQA Assessment is criteria will be 
applied to the following work: 

Design and make prototypes that are 
fit for purpose 

Analyse and evaluate: 

● design decisions and 

outcomes, including for 

prototypes made by 

themselves and others 

● wider issues in design and 

technology. 

 

DT 

Learning overview:  
This project aims to introduce students to the nature 
of wood and its working properties. This is primarily a 
practical project that results in students learning a 
range of practical techniques to produce a softwood 
car. Theory is taught mainly through memory 
platforms and evaluative exercises  
Skills: 
Students are taught basic technical drawing, marking 
out, cutting, shaping and finishing techniques 
alongside workshop safety 
Memory Platforms:  
Categorising timbers 
Tool recognition and purpose 
How to cut joints/make the car 

This links to KS2 by: aligning students prior understanding of woods and tools. 
This is taught now because: Students require knowledge of timbers as a construction material 
and to gain understanding and confidence in a range of associated tools and equipment. 
This links to careers by: providing students with the opportunity to design and create useful 
products and to help them understand that all products are designed for a given purpose 
including those they use in their daily routines. 
This is then developed in Y11 by: Students will use their knowledge and understanding of 
timbers in order to independently design and make a product of their own. 
Why are we teaching these topics:  
Timbers are some of the most widespread materials used in product design and construction and 
are an integral part of daily life. This topic will build an awareness of the properties of timbers 
that will help enable students to make more informed decisions when designing products of their 
own. 
Why the topic/knowledge outlined is important to the pupils’ OVERALL academic development 
and understanding: Designing and making products demands a level of understanding to make 
correct judgements with confidence. Furthermore creating meaningful products with increasing 
quality serves to build a student’s self-esteem considerably. 
 

AQA Assessment is criteria will be 
applied to the following work: 

Design and make prototypes that are 
fit for purpose 

Analyse and evaluate: 

● design decisions and 

outcomes, including for 

prototypes made by 

themselves and others 

● wider issues in design and 

technology. 
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Number of hours per fortnight 2 

Exam board Pearson’s 

How course is assessed  Teacher observations- video evidence 

 

Note: Memory Platforms are used in every lesson to support students’ ability to retain and retrieve information which they have been previously taught (either previous 
lessons, previous term, year etc.). This practice is vital in ensuring what students learn short-term is then stored as knowledge i.e. in their long-term memory. 

 Overview, Knowledge, Skills & Memory Platforms: Links, Context & Progression Assessments 

Autumn  
Term 

Learning overview:  
Topic One: Introduction to Drama 
Topic Two: Pantomime 
 
Knowledge taught:  
Topic One: to participate in and gain knowledge, 
skills and understanding associated with the artistic 
practice of drama  
Topic Two: opportunities to improvise, devise and 
script drama for one another and a range of 
audiences in the style of pantomime  
 
 
Skills: 

- Performance skills – 
Voice/movement/Gesture/Facial 
expressions  

- Confidence  
- Working as a group  
- Creative development  
- Understanding a script   

 
Memory Platforms:  
Practical demonstration of skills learnt 
Understanding of Key vocabulary tested  

This links to KS3 by  
Topic One: All future Terms (baseline skills will be recapped each 
term)  
Topic Two: Links to school production at this time and the seasonal 
association.  
 
 
This is taught now because: It provides a baseline knowledge and 
understanding of key performance skills which can be applied in all 
future Drama work.  
 
This links to careers by all areas of theatre including production 
due to the understanding of theatre practitioners 
 
This is then developed in KS4: 
Comp 1 “B2 Techniques and approaches used in performance 
Techniques such as:  rehearsal , production … performance” 
 
Comp 3: Skills may include:  vocal skills, physical skills, design skills, 
interpretative skills: showing time and place, presenting a 
character, creating humour or emotion.  
 If performing, demonstrating and sustaining in performance the 
following skills:  energy, focus, concentration, commitment.   
 
Why are we teaching these topics? Why the topic/knowledge 
outlined is important to the pupils’ OVERALL academic 
development and understanding? It helps students develop their 
confidence and gets them used to performance and also the ability 
to reflect and develop their work from the beginning. 

Checkpoint assessments  
Regular Performances to whole class 
with feedback  
 
 
Final assessment:  
Final end of topic performance – 
filmed and assessed by teacher  
 

8. Curriculum Map for Performing Arts – Year 7
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Spring  
Term 

Learning overview:  
Topic One: Darkwood Manor  
Topic Two: Farce  
 
Knowledge taught:  
Topic One: They should have opportunities to 

improvise, devise and script drama for one 
another and a range of audiences 
 
Topic Two: to participate in and gain knowledge, 
skills and understanding associated with the artistic 
practice of drama  
… using language in a greater variety of situations, 
for a variety of audiences and purposes 
 
Skills:  

- Non naturalism acting skills  
- Physical theatre  
- Mime   
- Slapstick 
- Soundscapes   

 
Memory Platforms:  
Practical demonstration of skills learnt 
Understanding of Key vocabulary tested 

This links to KS3:  
Topic One: links to Introduction to Drama   
Topic Two: Term three in year 8 – mask and mime.  
 
 
This is taught now because  
It provides a knowledge and understanding of some key 
performance skills which can be applied in future Drama work and 
developed in KS4 
 
This links to careers by all areas of theatre including production 
due to the understanding of theatre practitioners 
 
This is then developed in Y11  
Comp 2 “Learners will apply skills and techniques during the 
rehearsal and development process to support their development. 
• Skills and techniques, such as: physical,  vocal , musicality 
,interpretative, stylistic ,interaction with the group , interaction in 
performance” 
 
Comp 2- “Application of stylistic characteristics particular to the 
style or genre.” 
 
Why are we teaching these topics? Why the topic/knowledge 
outlined is important to the pupils’ OVERALL academic 
development and understanding? It helps students develop their 
confidence and gets them used to performance and also the ability 
to reflect and develop their work from the beginning. 
 

Checkpoint assessments  
Regular Performances to whole class 
with feedback  
 
Final assessment:  
Final end of topic performance – 
filmed and assessed by teacher  
 

Summer 
Term 

Learning overview:  
Topic One: Midsummer night’s Dream  
Topic Two: Melodrama  
 
Knowledge taught:  
Pupils should be encouraged to use drama 
approaches to understand how to perform 
plays and poems to support their 
understanding of the meaning  
 

This links to KS3:  
 
This is taught now because   
Students have finished studying AMSND in English by this point.  
It builds on acting skills learnt throughout the year and develops 
new acting skills which can be applied and developed in year 8 
 
This links to careers by all areas of theatre including production 
due to the understanding of theatre practitioners 
 

Checkpoint assessments  
Regular Performances to whole class 
with feedback  
 
Final assessment:  
Final end of topic performance – 
filmed and assessed by teacher  
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Skills:  
- Script work  
- Character development  
- Non naturalism  
- Over-acting  
- Acting skills – Facial expressions/ use of 

voice/ movement / gesture  
 
Memory Platforms:   
Practical demonstration of skills learnt 
Understanding of Key vocabulary tested 

This is then developed in Y11  
Comp 3: Skills may include:  vocal skills, physical skills, design skills, 
interpretative skills: showing time and place, presenting a 
character, creating humour or emotion.  
  
 
Why are we teaching these topics? Why the topic/knowledge 
outlined is important to the pupils’ OVERALL academic 
development and understanding? It helps students develop their 
confidence and gets them used to performance and also the ability 
to reflect and develop their work from the beginning.  
 

 

Due to Lockdowns we are currently teaching a Charlie and the Chocolate Factory SOW. This is foundation level learning. 

Focus areas- individual/group work, Understanding of basic Drama techniques such a Still Image and Thought Tracking.  

The aim is that it will give the students the basic skills needed to access the curriculum in year 8. 
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9. Curriculum Map for Year 7 English 

Number of hours per fortnight 6 
Exam board  

How course is assessed   
 

Note: Memory Platforms are used in every lesson to support students’ ability to retain and retrieve information which they have been previously taught (either 
previous lessons, previous term, year etc.). This practice is vital in ensuring what students learn short-term is then stored as knowledge i.e. in their long-term memory. 

 Overview, Knowledge, Skills & 
Memory Platforms: 

Links, Context & Progression Assessments 

Autumn  
Term 

Learning overview: Reading and 
analysing the novel ‘Ruby in the 
Smoke’ by Phillip Pullman. 
Knowledge taught: Social & 
Historical context of Victorian 
Britain; Literary conventions. 
Skills: Analysis of language and 
methods; Pullman’s intentions; 
how to develop an analytical 
argument. 
Memory Platforms: Reading, 
writing and retrieval of information 
skills, linking information across a 
text. 

This scheme develops reading for pleasure and to develop 
detailed analytical skills.  This is taught now because we are 
using a challenging text as a model for ambitious language to be 
appreciated as the author’s craft.  This is taught before Identity 
scheme of work because students need experience of a 
structured whole text.  This is then developed in Y11 by A 
Christmas Carol, set in the same era. 
Why are we teaching this? 
Students to be exposed to a range of texts from different 
historical periods. 

Baseline writing assessment 
Reading checkpoint – short answer questions 
emulating those at end of KS2 
Long answer reading assessment analysing an 
extract 

Spring  
Term 

Learning overview: Study of a 
range of fiction, non-fiction and 
poetry in clusters linked by theme.  
Over-arching theme of ‘Identity’. 
Knowledge taught: Range of text 
types and genres; Literary 
conventions; other cultures. 
Skills: Evaluation of writers’ 
methods and intentions; 
developing analytical arguments; 
retain & retrieve information.  
Developing writing skills. 
Memory Platforms: Reading, 
writing and retrieval of 

This scheme develops the critical reading skills in term 1, now 
linking across text types.  Wider range of writing models.  This is 
taught now because students work with a variety of texts to 
make explicit/implicit links between them and writers’ 
methods.  This is taught before Shakespeare because students 
gain confidence in dealing with unseen poetry and challenging 
vocabulary.  This is then developed in Y11 by study of a range 
of unseen poetry in the anthology, fiction and non-fiction 
extracts in Language.  Why are we teaching these topics? 
Students evaluate and discuss a range of text types and show 
an appreciation of differing viewpoints and methods. 

Fortnightly extended reading and writing 
opportunities, using prior targets to develop skills. 
Reading assessment – critical reading of a given 
extract. 
Creative writing assessment using a picture 
stimulus, mirroring that of the Language Paper1. 
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information, linking themes and 
ideas across texts. 

Summer 
Term 

Learning overview: Study of 
Shakespeare’s A Midsummer 
Night’s Dream.  
Knowledge taught: Setting, plot 
and characterization in the play.  
How Shakespeare engages 
audiences. 
Skills: Evaluation of writers’ 
methods; conventions of play 
scripts.  Confidence in shared 
reading. 
Memory Platforms: Reading, 
writing and retrieval of information 
skills, linking themes and ideas 
across the play. 

This scheme develops confidence with analytical reading and 
writing skills through a range of text types and genres.  This is 
taught now because to allow experience of a play text and 
helps develop confidence in dealing with Shakespearean 
language and the relevance of his work today.  This is taught 
before students move into Year 8 because students gain 
confidence in dealing with Shakespeare.  This is then developed 
in Y11 by study of Macbeth as an exam text.  Why are we 
teaching these topics?  Experience our literary and cultural 
heritage and how to approach them more independently. 

Creative writing assessment.  Writing in role – 
character monologue/ diary entry. 
Reading assessment analysing an extract from the 
play.  Extended critical essay skills. 
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10. Curriculum Map for Y7 Geography  

Number of hours per fortnight 4 
Exam board WJEC Eduqas 

How course is assessed  
Mid topic assessments and End of Unit 

Exam. All exams at the end of Y 11. 
Mock exams through Y10 and Y11. 

 

Note: Memory Platforms are used in every lesson to support students’ ability to retain and retrieve information which they have been previously taught (either previous lessons, 
previous term, year etc.). This practice is vital in ensuring what students learn short-term is then stored as knowledge i.e. in their long-term memory. 

 Overview, Knowledge, Skills & Memory 
Platforms: 

Links, Context & Progression Assessments 

Autumn  
Term 

Learning overview:  
Across this term we cover one unit 
which has three sub sections. We 
introduce basic Geographical skills. 
Adaption and flexibility is often required 
depending on student prior 
Geographical skills.  
Knowledge taught: Weather, Climate 
and Ecosystems. The Weather element 
is primarily focused on the UK. Students 
learn about the desert and rainforest 
ecosystems. 
Skills:  

- Graphical skills – drawing and 
interpreting graphs  

- Map skills – describing the 
location of places and the 
distribution of features  

- Math skills – calculating range. 
Memory Platforms: Different types of 
weather, difference between weather 
and climate, key characteristics of 
ecosystems.  

This often links to previously taught material in primary schools. 
Students frequently learn about Ecosystems but not in the context 
of climatic regions.  
This is taught first because it allows us to introduce the most basic 
Geographical skills and builds upon the topics that are most 
regularly covered in primary school. 
 
This links to careers by introducing numerical analysis and 
interpretation of graphs. This is then developed in an Y11 core 
GCSE Unit which looks at Climate in far more detail. 
 
 A key part of this unit is how rain is formed. This process underpins 
the foundations of many other GCSE topics including the water 
cycle, flooding, rivers and global circulation.   
We think it is important for pupils to be exposed to different types 
of ecosystems and understand that these exist in specific places 
due to the climate in these places. It is an excellent way of 
introducing the fragility of the world which links well to the Climate 
Change and the Sustainability Unit. The ecosystems also allow us to 
‘visit’ other countries, building up a sense of place.  

 
 
Knowledge: What is climate? What is weather?  
 
Skills: Interpretation of a Climate graph 
 
Maps skills: Location of deserts 
 
Literacy focus: Scotts Diary Entry  
 
End of Unit Summative Assessment  
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Spring  
Term 

Learning overview: Across this term we 
cover two short units, either side of the 
half term.   
Knowledge taught: India (climate, 
history, development) and Climate 
Change  
Skills:  

- Graphical skills – drawing and 
interpreting graphs  

- Map skills – describing the 
location of places and the 
distribution of features  

- Analysis and explanation of data  
- Math skills – percentages  

Memory Platforms: How can we 
measure development? Comparison of 
India and the UK data. Explain the 
enhanced Greenhouse effect.  

This unit allows us to build upon the graphical and data analysis 
skills from the last unit. The India climate section also links to the 
Climate unit and allows us to weave this knowledge back into 
learning. We continue the thread of understanding the fragility of 
the planet and move onto looking at Climate Change in more detail. 
This unit also provides an opportunity for independent work which 
is well placed in the second term.  
 
Development is a common theme in the GCSE spec so it is 
important for students to have some exposure to it. Approaching 
development through the positive of a particular country makes it 
more accessible and interesting for Y7 students. 
This unit builds upon student’s sense of place by allowing them to 
become very familiar with a different country and culture.  

Why is India classed as an LIC? 
 
Explain and justify your shanty town redevelopment  
 
End of Unit  Assessment  

Summer 
Term 

Learning overview: Across this term we 
cover two short units, either side of the 
half term.   
Knowledge taught: Coasts and Map 
Skills   
Skills:  

- Map skills – describing the 
location of places and the 
distribution of features  

- Analysis and explanation of data  
- Explanation of Geographical 

processes using key terms  
- Annotation – New skills  
- Map Skills – Contours, scale  

 
Memory Platforms:  

- Key term recall 
- Explain processes using an 

annotated diagram 
- Short answer map skills for 

example map coordinates  

The Coasts unit is likely to be a new topic for many students but 
they will have some understanding of coastal processes through 
the location of Geography. This unit allows the addition of another 
key geographical skill – annotation and builds upon the skills which 
have been previously introduced.  
 
The Map skills unit is positioned as our final topic as many of the 
subjects standalone so are not hugely impacted by students being 
involved in other things during the last week of term. Also it 
provides opportunities for working outside the classroom which 
can be enjoyed in the nicer summer weather.  

Two end of unit assessments – Coasts and Map Skills  
 
Mini assessments throughout the unit, for example 
Explain how a coast transports material. 
 
Extended writing assessment: Newspaper article 
about the collapse of Holbeck Hotel.  
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11. Curriculum Map for Year 7 History 

Number of hours per fortnight 4 

Exam board Pearson Edexcel 

How course is assessed  
Mid topic assessment and End of Unit 

Exam. All exams at the end of Y 11. 
Mock exams through Y10 and Y11. 

 

Note: Memory Platforms are used in every lesson to support students’ ability to retain and retrieve information which they have been previously taught (either previous 
lessons, previous term, year etc.). This practice is vital in ensuring what students learn short-term is then stored as knowledge i.e. in their long-term memory. 

 Overview, Knowledge, Skills & Memory 
Platforms: 

Links, Context & Progression Assessments 

Autumn  
Term 

Learning overview:  
A British depth study of Anglos-Saxon and 
Norman England 
Knowledge taught: Life in Anglo-Saxon 
England; Edward the Confessor and succession 
crisis; William Duke of Normandy; the battles 
of 1066; Norman conquest; rebellion; the 
Domesday Book Skills: source analysis; 
inference; interpretations; chronology. 
 
Learning overview: A period study of the 
Medieval England Knowledge taught: The 
feudal system; village life; The Church and the 
State; The Black Death; The Peasants’ Revolt, 
Early modern migration 
Skills: writing a narrative account; source 
analysis; inference; interpretations This topic 
follows on from term 1. Students develop a 
better understanding of Medieval England, 
which provides a foundation for the British 
depth study (Paper 2) and thematic study 
(Paper 1) as part of the history GCSE. 
 
 
 
 

This unit is an essential component of KS3 history. It provides a 
foundation for the British depth study as part of the history GCSE. 
Paper 2 Anglo-Saxon and Norman England c1060–1088 
Learners appreciate that historians need to interrogate sources to 
work out what happened in the past. 
Learners comment on the reliability of sources (‘biased’ may be 
used as a catch-all term) but have little understanding of how 
historians build an evidence picture.  
Learners can identify a number of causes and are beginning to 
categorise these into different types or groups of causes, e.g. 
short-term and long-term or ‘things to do with money’. 

 
This unit is an essential component of KS3 history. It 
provides a foundation for Crime and Punishment the 
thematic study at GCSE 
Learners can distinguish between information about the 
past and evidence that historians extract from sources 
through a process of interrogation in order to support their 
claims, i.e. I can suggest that X was important because of 
evidence Y and Z. 
Learners can identify and describe some historical changes 
that took place in periods with which they are familiar, but 
they view changes as events that took place and continuity 
simply as the absence of change. 

Source based questions  
GCSE exam style questions  
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Spring  
Term 

Learning overview: The Reformation and 
Counter-Reformation. A British depth study  
Knowledge taught: The Catholic Church and 
early Protestants; Henry VIII; Mary and the 
counter reformation; Elizabeth I and the 
Armada, Columbus and his destruction of the 
Arawak peoples 
Skills: source analysis; inference; 
interpretations; chronology; essay writing. 
 
Learning overview: A British depth study of 
Parliament Knowledge taught: What is 
Parliament? Why do we have one?; the role of 
Parliament and the monarch; political parties; 
The Gunpowder Plot; The Civil War and 
Cromwell and Ireland 
Skills: source analysis; inference; 
interpretations; chronology; essay writing. 

An essential component of KS3 history. It provides a 
foundation for the thematic study (Paper 1) Crime and 
Punishment as part of the history GCSE. 
They have a basic understanding that different 
interpretations (e.g. films, paintings, songs) are made to 
provide groups of people with a story about the past. 
Learners can select and describe the key features of a 
variety of interpretations (e.g. visual, written, spoken) and 
explain the reasons for their construction (e.g. to entertain, 
to inform, to persuade). 
 
 
 
Learners can construct a descriptive narrative about the 
past and show beginnings of analysis within their work.  
Learners can remember and use historical vocabulary in 
their work and are beginning to assimilate new words into 
their current understanding. They have a basic 
understanding that historical language is contextually 
relevant. 

Source based questions  
GCSE exam style questions  
 

Summer 
Term 

EMPIRE AND IMPACT 

 The Age of Empire 

 The British Empire 

 Impacts and Attitudes 

 Britain’s Impact on India 

 Maori 1860 treaty 
 

LIFE IN POST WAR BRITAIN 

 Post war 

 Windrush 

 Beveridge Report – NHS formation 

 Race relations and the Mangrove 9 

 Equality Act – Gay rights 
 

 An essential component of KS3 history. It provides a 
foundation for the thematic study (Paper 1) as part of the 
history GCSE. 

Source based questions  
GCSE exam style questions  
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12. Curriculum Map for Mathematics Year 7 

Number of hours per fortnight 7 
Exam board Internal 

How course is assessed  Unit assessment  
End of year test 

 

Learning overview:  
Mathematics is a creative and highly interconnected discipline aimed to ensure that all students: Become fluent in the fundamentals of mathematics, including through varied and 
frequent practice with increasingly complex problems over time, so that pupils develop conceptual understanding and the ability to recall and apply knowledge rapidly and 
accurately. Develop fluency:  consolidate their numerical and mathematical capability from key stage 2 and extend their understanding of the number system and place value to 
include decimals, fractions, powers and roots. Reason mathematically: extend their understanding of the number system; make connections between number relationships, and 
their algebraic and graphical representations. Solve problems: Develop their mathematical knowledge, in part through solving problems and evaluating the outcomes, including 
multi-step problems. Creativity: Students are encouraged to be creative by asking their own questions, making conjectures and reflecting on processes. 
Mastery: longer periods of time on one key concept linked to different topics; intervention aimed at students who do not reach minimum level. 
Inter-leaving: is the way the topics are taught which means concepts arise in different contexts at different times; applications and context are not presented in one block. 
Topics taught: Number, Algebra, Ratio, Proportion and Rates of Change, Geometry and Measures, Statistics and Probability 

 Overview, Knowledge, Skills & Memory Platforms: Links, Context & Progression Assessments 

Autumn  
Term 

Knowledge taught  
Algebraic Thinking: Exploring Sequences; Understand and use 
algebraic notation; Equality and Equivalence.  
Place Value and Proportion: Place value; Ordering integers and 
decimals. Fraction, decimal and percentage equivalence. 
Skills:  
Exploring sequences: Describe and continue sequences in 
diagram and number forms. Compare numerical and graphical 
forms.  
Understand and use algebraic notation: Use single function 
machines and series of two function machines with numbers, 
bar model and letters. Use and interpret algebraic notation. 
Understand and use inverse operations. Form and substitute 
into expressions, including to generate sequences. Represent 
functions graphically.  
Equality and equivalence: Understand equality. Use fact 
families. Form and solve one-step equations. Understand 
equivalence of algebraic expressions. Collect like terms. 
Memory Platforms: Skills learned last lesson, last week, last 
term. 

Algebraic Thinking 
This links to KS2 by recapping basic algebra taught at Primary School while 
introducing still sequences. 
This is taught now because it starts the secondary school learning with a 
topic that is new and challenging. This is taught before applications of 
number because it provides a strong basis for understanding. 
This links to careers by helping with jobs in the IT sector and programming. 
This is then developed in Y11 by building on the foundation of algebraic 
understanding to explore more complex algebraic concepts. This allows 
students to develop an understanding of pattern spotting and forming 
generalisations 
Place Value and Proportion 
This links to KS2 by covering core number topics which allow teachers to 
gauge mathematical understanding and is taught now because it is a core 
concept that students need to be fluent in. This is taught before applications 
of number because it secures prerequisite knowledge. This links to careers 
by helping those that end up working in sales or estate agents. 
This is then developed in Y11 by developing an understanding of ratio and 
applying this to problems. An understanding of ratio and proportion is 
essential for mathematical fluency and applicable to many other topics 

Assessments 
A block test is 
completed at the 
end of each topic 
(approximately 
every 2-3 weeks) 
and students 
complete a 
feedback exercise 
the following lesson. 

Year 7 Curriculum - Part 1 of 2 21 of 23



Spring  
Term 

Knowledge taught:  
Applications of Number: Solving problems with addition and 
subtraction. Solving problems with multiplication and division. 
Fractions and Percentages of amounts 
Directed Number: Operations and equations with directed 
number 
Fractional Thinking: Addition and subtraction of fractions 
Skills:  
Solving Problems with Addition & Subtraction: Properties of 
addition and subtraction. Formal methods of addition and 
subtraction of integers and decimals.  
Solving Problems with Multiplication and Division: Properties of 
multiplication and division. Understand and use factors and 
multiples. Multiply and divide by powers of 10. Convert Metric 
units.  
Fractions and Percentages of Amounts: Find a fraction of an 
amount. Use a given fraction to find the whole amount. Find a 
percentage of an amount.  
Directed Number: Understand and use directed number. 
Evaluate algebraic expressions with directed number. Introduce 
and solve two-step equations 
Fractional Thinking: Understand representations of fractions. 
Convert between mixed numbers and fractions. Add and 
subtract fractions. Use equivalent fractions 
Memory Platforms: Skills learned last lesson, last week, last 
term.  

Applications of Number 
This links to previously taught methods of calculation at KS2. Allows 
teachers to ensure all students have basic calculation skills. 
This is taught now because it builds on key stage 2 knowledge. 
This is taught before directed number because it allows deeper 
understanding of negative numbers when these concepts are secure. 
This links to careers as most jobs require an understanding of number and 
problem solving is a feature of most employment. 
This is essential since all mathematics covered between years 7 and 11 
requires a strong fluency with number. Number fluency enables students to 
be numerate and thus understand concepts not only within STEM subjects, 
but any numerical concepts which are essential for understanding day to 
day calculations, finances, public information and news, and the many other 
domains which require numeracy to access.  
Directed Number 
This links to KS2 by building on students’ existing knowledge of negative 
numbers. This is taught now because it introduces negative numbers early 
in the curriculum. This is taught before fractional thinking because directed 
number can then be revisited with fractions. This links to careers by helping 
our students problem solve which will be a feature most employers look for. 
This provides an essential foundation for future mathematical study since 
directed number is incorporated into most later topics. This will allow 
students to understand contrasting values, such as profit and loss, 
measurements and point scoring in games or sport. 
Fractional Thinking 
This links to previously taught topic of fractions which is covered extensively 
at KS2, however students often still struggle with basic conceptions of what 
a fraction actually is. This is taught now because it builds on KS2 
knowledge. 
This is taught before reasoning with number because it contains prerequisite 
knowledge for proofs. This links to careers by helping those that secure a 
job in the science field. This is then developed in Y11 by incorporating 
fractions into more complex problem solving and other topics. 
An understanding of parts and proportion is essential for mathematical 
fluency and applicable to many other topics 

 

Assessments 
A block test is 
completed at the 
end of each topic 
(approximately 
every 2-3 weeks) 
and students 
complete a 
feedback exercise 
the following lesson. 
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Summer 
Term 

Knowledge taught:  
Lines and Angles: Constructing, measuring and using geometric 
notation. Developing geometric reasoning 
Reasoning with Number: Developing number sense. Sets and 
probability. Prime numbers and proof 
Skills:  
Constructing, measuring and using Geometric notation: 
Understand and use labelling conventions. Draw and measure 
line segments and angles. Classify angles. Identify 
perpendicular and parallel lines. Recognise types of shapes. 
Construct triangles. Construct more complex polygons. Interpret 
and draw pie charts 
Develop Geometric Reasoning: Understand and use the sum of 
angles at a point or on a straight line. Understand and use 
vertically opposite angles. Know and apply the sum of angles in 
a triangle or quadrilateral. Find the angle sum of any polygon. 
Investigate and use angles in parallel lines. Use known facts to 
obtain simple proofs 
Develop Number Sense: Mental strategies for all 4 operations. 
Use known number and algebraic facts to derive other facts. 
Know when to use a mental strategy, written method or 
calculator 
Sets and Probability: Identify and represent sets. Identify and 
create Venn diagrams. Understand and use intersections, 
unions and complements of a set. Understand and use the 
probability scale 
Prime Numbers and Proof: Recognise prime, square and 
triangular numbers. Find common multiples and factors, 
including the LCM/HCF. Write a number as a product of its 
prime factors. Use a venn diagram to calculate the HCF and 
LCM 
Memory Platforms: Skills learned last lesson, last week, last 
term.  

Lines and Angles 
This links to KS2 by building on the previously taught topic of angles.  
This is taught now because it ensures KS2 concepts are secure before 
moving to constructions. This is taught before constructions because it 
contains prerequisite knowledge. This links to careers by supporting those 
that secure jobs in construction and architecture. 
This is then developed in Y11 by exploring circle theorems and geometric 
proof. This topic provides a foundation for students to gain an understanding 
of geometry. 
 
Reasoning with Number 
This links to KS2 by looking at Year 5 topic of Prime Numbers, an essential 
concept for later learning. 
This is taught now because it introduces reasoning skills. This is taught 
before Year 8 because it develops reasoning skills. 
This links to careers by supporting anyone with employment in architecture. 
This is then developed in Y11 by developing problem solving and 
mathematical explanation skills. 
This allows students to reason mathematically, allowing them to solve 
various numerical problems both within Mathematics and other STEM 
subjects. 

Assessments 
A block test is 
completed at the 
end of each topic 
(approximately 
every 2-3 weeks) 
and students 
complete a 
feedback exercise 
the following lesson. 
 
 
Students will 
complete a final 
assessment at the 
end of the year. 
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